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SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES TRIBUNAL, INTERFERENCE BY PREMIER 
CLOUD SEEDING 

Statement 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.27 pm]:  I rise to speak on two subjects.  One subject is a continuation 
of last night’s speech and the other is about questions without notice I asked today of the Premier.  I asked 
whether the Premier had interfered, directed or instructed the independent Salaries and Allowances Tribunal on 
the annual salaries of state members of Parliament; and, if so, what direction had been given and to whom.  The 
answers to those question were no and not applicable. 

I did not make my speech last night and ask those questions today because I had nothing better to do.  The 
questions I asked were based on a phone call I received suggesting I should ask them, which were, in turn, based 
on reports on the ABC and in the Sunday Times that legislation would be used to block salaries and so on.  Given 
the answers to those questions today, I will continue to pursue this matter because, although I do not say the 
suggestions from the man who phoned me were unbelievable, I think the Premier has fudged his answers 
somewhere along the track.  I am not happy with those answers.  Perhaps the Premier should rethink them.  I will 
pursue this matter.  I do not know what happens when a Premier is caught with his strides down. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I think the answer to that question is: I lose my seat.  The answer is correct. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I thank the Leader of the House for that.  The point is that I am confident of what the 
person told me.  I intend to pursue this matter because I am not at all happy with the answers I got.  The matter 
has nothing to do with me and I really do not care about it, but the point is that the Premier should not try to 
influence tribunals.  If people attempt to influence tribunals, anarchy will reign.  It will be WA Inc all over again.   

I will move quickly on because I know that my colleagues wish to speak on this matter.  I had a conversation on 
6PR radio yesterday morning followed by a telephone call about cloud seeding.  Mr Neil Hayman phoned me in 
regard the 6PR program.  He is a 70-year-old ex cloud seeding commercial pilot who has flown everything from 
Tiger Moths to 747s.  He said that in the 1960s when he was involved in cloud seeding, the aeroplanes that were 
used had carburettors and so could not reach the required heights.  He said that as a result they could not conduct 
a proper assessment.  He is fully supportive of what has been said.  He said that what they did back in the 1960s 
would have no relevance today.  He said that there is no comparison between the aircraft available today and 
those that he flew.  He said he flew on a wing and a prayer.   

Hon Paddy Embry:  I think you mean two wings. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  His plane has one fixed wing.  I suppose, a one-winger could have gone round in 
circles, which is how he might have circled a cloud.   

This fellow, who was one of the pilots 44 years ago, has come out of retirement to say that he knows that cloud 
seeding did not have a fair assessment.  I believe he is now partially blind and so cannot read, but he told me that 
he has been studying today’s methods.  There is probably not much that he does not know about aeroplanes.  He 
said that with the facilities and the aircraft that are available today, the game is totally different.  Inadequate 
equipment in the late sixties for measuring a cloud that had the potential for cloud seeding cannot be compared 
with the equipment today that can be used for measuring the volume, depth and potential of a cloud.  It is a poor 
effort on the part of the Government not to give this equipment a fair crack of the whip.  As we said the other 
day, it costs approximately $5 million to set up the equipment for two seasons.  I put out a press release on it.  I 
attended a meeting at the science auditorium of the University of Western Australia.  Approximately 15 other 
people were there.  Ironically, one of them was Ian Gardiner from Curtin University who conducted the original 
cloud seeding experiment.  I saw no ministerial staff, but I was told that the meeting was attended by someone 
from the Water and Rivers Commission or the Water Corporation. 

Hon Kim Chance:  It was the Water Corporation.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  It was a bureaucrat from - 

Hon Kim Chance:  I understand there were three. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  They were very inconspicuous.  I felt embarrassed for two of the learned people 
present.  Patrick Sweeney, the American who owns AeroCorp Australia Pty Ltd, gave the Australians a pasting.  
He said that he had always thought that Australians were forward thinking and cooperative.  He said that it was 
an embarrassment.  He said he could not believe that the place was so backward and that the Australians had not 
given them the opportunity to run a proper test.  He could not believe that the Government did not send along 
some ministers to listen to the meeting.  They had missed a great opportunity.  The organisers sent 500 e-mails to 
parliamentarians and other players in this field.  I thought it was a disgrace to get such a pitiful turn-up.   
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Hon Kim Chance:  To be fair, those invitations came out only a couple of days before the meeting.  To expect a 
minister to be at a meeting on two day’s notice is just unrealistic.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Sometimes ministers need to break schedules or move the goalposts to facilitate these 
things.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Then I would get in trouble from the Leader of the Opposition for not being here.   
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I appreciate that ministers are busy and overworked.  However, they could have allowed 
maybe two hours of their precious time to at least evaluate this idea and show that the Government is interested 
in looking forward and moving forward.  I am really disappointed that that did not happen.  I thought I would 
register that disappointment.   
 


